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I am deeply honored to serve as Executive
Director of School on Wheels, a role I
began in February 2025.  Families across
Massachusetts who are experiencing
homelessness are navigating a time of
great change, yet our commitment to
ending the cycle of homelessness remains
unwavering.

A message from Executive Director
Athena Giannaros

With the generous partnership of The Highland Street
Foundation, we are developing a new Strategic Plan to meet
these challenges and strengthen and expand our programs. We
are committed to ensuring that every student has access to
safe, supportive spaces for learning, whether in family
shelters, libraries, or community partner sites.

I welcome you to meet our village; our staff, donors, volunteers
and students, by visiting our website at www.sowma.org.
Thank you for your confidence and for standing alongside us.
Together, with compassion and renewed purpose, we are
creating brighter, more stable futures for all students.   

With gratitude, 

Athena 





Our vision is for all students impacted by 
homelessness and poverty to have the

academic, social and emotional support
necessary to achieve a bright and 

productive future that will help end 
the cycle of homelessness and poverty. 

Our mission is to support the academic,
social and emotional growth of students
impacted by homelessness and poverty. 



Three Programs 

Bridge Mentoring

Backpacks Tutoring

Since 2004 



Building Connection Through

BRIDGE MENTORING

BACKPACKS & SCHOOL SUPPLIES

TUTORING



Throughout FY 25, our volunteer Mentors guided
students through high school, college, vocational

training  and career opportunities.



Tutoring children from  pre-k through high school   



A backpack often serves as a personal locker 
for children living in crowded quarters, such as
family shelters, transitional housing and hotels.



Celebrated 71 graduations,
representing 48 colleges,
universities and vocational
schools 

Tutored 4,100+ students
(PreK-12)

Distributed 70,000+ grade-
level backpacks to children
and youth

Since 2004 



“One night I desperately
searched my laptop hoping
that someone, somewhere
might care.  I met SOWMA,   
and celia, the big sister I
never had.”
~ Douaa
   Bridge Mentoring Student

I liked this art project with my
tutor because I learned I could
draw good and it made me like
my science class a lot.  
~ Anthony
   Tutoring Student

Our Students

Our backpacks are customized
according to grade-level and
include the items listed by
local school districts.   

“I like the red one, with the
kittens on the front.”  
 ~ Jasmine, 
   Tutoring Student
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